
NOTES FROM THE MAY 10, 2022 SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISSION MEETING 

In attendance:  Barbara, Peter, Elizabeth, Frank C, Martin, Karen, Fern, Bill, Frank O 
 
1. Garden update.  Frank C reported that the weekend of May 23 volunteers will be tilling 
the garden, the weekend of May 28 planting.  There are announcements in the bulletin now 
inviting more to volunteer.  Grant money and donations will support seeds and seedlings, a 
better sprinkler, a composter, and a glider.  Barbara will get contacts for youth groups in 
Winthrop.  Travis Peasley helps on Friday evenings and Saturdays and will seek to recruit 
other young families.   
 
2.  Faith We Live update.  Elizabeth reported on plans for the May 18 zoom session on 
social action with regard to the dignity of the human person.  The event featured an 
opening prayer and video presented by Gina; a panel led by Frank O' with Pat 
Bonney (Open Arms), Laurie Milner (SEARCH), and Elizabeth (Hospice); a discussion led 
by Elizabeth; a promotion for the open arms collection by Karen; an invitation to the next 
event (a June 28 prayer service) by Barbara; and a closing prayer with Peter.  Using divine 
foreknowledge in advance of what these minutes could have been aware of, I can now say 
that the session turned out to be a great success.  Martin, Peter, Barbara, Elizabeth and 
Frank C helped organize the Open Arms collections at the various worship sites. 
 
3.  Catholic Relief Services support group.  A national CRS call was to be held on May 14, 
with available Mainers holding a meeting afterwards.  With Jonathan Gamble's resignation 
from the group, and Martin's limited availability due to work hours, the leadership of the 
effort needs to be shored up.  Martin and Bill will send out an invitation shortly to hold a 
Maine meeting to get better organized. 
 
4.  Angel Food supper update.  Frank C summarized the experience of the April supper -- 
70 meals served, 22 delivered the next day, 28 frozen for the future.   Security for 
volunteers' belongings and health crisis protocols will be considered for the next session, 
which will be July 30. 
 
5.  Catholic Charities update.   Bill reported that grants are now available for parishes for 
serving refugees and asylum seekers.  There will be a prison ministry session Friday, June 
10, in Waterville; should be excellent, contact Bill for details.  Father Boyle will be making a 
presentation at Cheverus on May 24, also should be great. 
 
6.  Next meeting:  June 14, zoom, 7 pm. 


